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In looking for events with impressive attendance and logistics in moving people, some of the historians suggested we look at the Eucharistic Congress
in Chicago that not only had substantial numbers participating but also involved moving a huge number of people 40 miles north of the city. This
photo was taken at Soldier Field on the day of the Second General Meeting, June 22, 1926. This meeting focused on women and had an attendance of
between 250,000 and 300,000 people.

George Cardinal Mundelein
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Activities started on Sunday with a procession to Holy Name Cathedral
north of Chicago’s loop. More than 1,000 clergy were in the procession
while a crowd of approximately 250,000 watched the activities.

Chicago Surface Lines carried the bulk of the spectators going to the procession and the participants at the following events at Soldier Field. Total
ridership for CSL on that Monday and Tuesday reached 5,000,000 passengers.

Planning the Eucharistic Congress
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Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday events took place at Soldier Field with a different theme and
agenda on each day. This photo was taken on Wednesday, June 23 when activities were dedicated
to Higher Education Day. The majorty of participants arrived via Chicago Surface Lines .

Sunday through Wednesday Events

Only weeks away from electrification, the Illinois Central suburban trains carried many participants to Soldier Field using the
new trackage. The IC was particularly busy on Monday, June 21
when 62,000 school children
from 325 parochial schools
attended the Childrens Day
events.

22 • National Bus Trader / October, 2020

After the activities at Soldier Field on Wednesday, the North Shore Line provided special trains
from the Wilson Avenue rapid transit station to transport the clergy to the seminary at Mundelein.
Show here is one special train designated as the Cardinal’s Special.
Events at Mundelein on Thursday centered
around the seminary property which is located
adjacent to St.Mary’s Lake and just north of
the North Shore Line tracks.

Thursday, June 24

Pens and fences were necessary at the temporary seminary station to keep passengers away from
the electrified third rails. This photo looks east with the North Shore Line main line to the left.
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This overhead photo looks northeast and shows the temporary terminal at the seminary in the center of the photo. The double track main line of the
North Shore Line is just north of the temporary terminal. The temporary bridge across the North Shore Line main line is just off of the photo to the
lef t while so m e o f the auto par king ar ea can be seen at the lo wer r ig ht. Tho se with shar p ey es mig ht see a co uple o f car s par k ed o n the m ain line as
well as numerous people along the road to the north of the tracks, presumably walking from the Milwaulee Road at Libertyville.

Shown here is a simple map of the railroads in the area between Lake Bluff and Mundelein. Lake Michigan is just off the map to the right while Chicago
is south or beyond the bottom of the map. The C&NW even brought participants up its freight line and transferred them to the electric trains at Lake
Bluff. The Milwaukee Road passengers had the longest walk while the Soo Line station was relatively close to the seminary. NBT.
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In order to transport the crowds from Chicago, rapid transit cars equipped with trolley poles ran
up the new Skokie Valley Line route of the North Shore Line from the south side of Chicago to the
temporary seminary terminal.

In addition to the Chicago Rapid Transit and North Shore line, steam railroads brought numerous
participants to the seminary for Thursday’s acivities. Shown here is a Chicago & Northwestern
train similar to the ones used.
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A Transportation Miracle

This view looks east and shows passengers boarding at the temporary terminal at the seminary.
N o t e t he co nt r o l br i dg e o v e r t he t r a cks a t t he l e f t w he r e m ana g e m ent co nt r o l l ed o pe r a t i o ns.
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